Co-Operation Agreement between the Company “Wien Energie” and the Austrian Energy Agency in the Context of www.topprodukte.at, the Information Platform for Energy Efficient Devices 
(DRAFT, 24.th of January 2007)
Framework of the Project
Within the framework of the program klima:aktiv the Austrian Energy Agency is on behalf of the Ministry of Life
 the operator of www.topprodukte.at. This internet-based information instrument supports consumers and professional purchasers from private enterprises and public administration authorities when buying high-quality and energy saving products. Thus this target-group-oriented information platform of energy-efficient products supports the market tendency towards energy efficiency in a substantial way. On the one hand the customer market receives basic product information in a transparent way and on the other hand the manufacturer market is given the signal that energy efficiency is becoming an increasing purchase criterion and accordingly the product development needs to meet this trend. 
www.topprodukte.at  is independent from manufacturers and traders. The illustration of the product data is based on “equipment labels”, on standardized declarations of manufacturers as well as on tests of recognized institutes. Moreover it contains information on the product’s energy consumption, on power output characteristics and other relevant product data (such as brand, model, price, photo of the product, etc.). 
According to the content of the information platform emphasis is put on the substantial equipment categories in the ranges lighting, office, heating & hot water, mobility, electronic entertainment as well as automobiles and selected product categories for commercial use. The purpose of www.topprodukte.at is to support the klima:aktiv program during its whole running period.
Target Groups
The central target groups are
· consumers of any age group, which have access to the internet
· professional purchasers of enterprises and of public administration authorities
· gadgetry manufacturers
Key Success Factors
· high awareness level at the addressed target groups
· active use by target groups
· consideration when consumers and professional purchasers decide to buy  
· raising awareness of manufacturers of electric devices and the gadgetry trade regarding energy efficiency 
Extent of Co-operation
The Austrian Energy Agency as the operator of www.topprodukte.at ... 
· ...provides technical inputs regarding the conception and implementation of the “Energieeffizienzrechner” which is an energy efficiency calculator (e-check) of the company „Wien Energie“. “Topprodukte.at” provides this calculation model as an “excel” tool (including the computation data) 
· ...makes free of charge documentation available (folders, dispenser or banners) in the desired edition
· ...places the logo of “Wien Energie” on the partner side of www.topprodukte.at as well as on the starting side in a rotating mode with other partners
· ...supports special topics of “Wien Energie” by technical inputs and by advertising in the news-field of the “Topprodukte” website (such as CNG vehicles for example) 
· ...displays the e-check of “Wien Energie” as an objective and user-friendly calculation tool for the estimation of saving potentials in households and promotes this energy efficiency calculator in the news area (short term) and in the service area (long-term) of www.topprodukte.at
“Wien Energie” as a co-operation partner of “topprodukte.at”...
· ...integrates the information service of www.topprodukte.at by means of linking it to topic-relevant sub-pages of the website of “Wien Energie”
· ...advertises for the service of www.topprodukte.at in the context of the consulting activities of “Wien Energie” and offers info material about “topprodukte” (folders, etc..) 
· ...refers to current topics of www.topprodukte.at in the email news of “Wien Energie”
· ...integrates the information of www.topprodukte.at when emphasising special topics  (such as CNG vehicles)
· ...mentions current saving references of www.topprodukte.at on electricity bills for household customers 
Both co-operation partners agree upon the fact that co-operation is free of charge for the respective partner. 
This co-operation in the context of “topprodukte.at”, including the services specified above, should have unrestricted validity in mutual agreement. Co-operation can be evaluated mutually at any time when a partner wishes to do so. An evaluation can lead to adaptations on both sides, but can also be terminated by one party. 
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� Ministry of Life stands for Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management





