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Topten as a basis for governmental programmes
Example from the Czech Republic

The Czech Republic has a "Green Light to Savings" subsidy programme targeting energy savings in the residential sector. It is a large programme launched by the Ministry of Environment and managed by the State Environmental Fund, financed by the sales of Czech Republic’s emission allowances.

Topten in the Czech Republic, managed by SEVEn, The Energy Efficiency Center, is named "Úsporné Spotřebiče", “Efficient appliances” in English. It provides its methodology and know how for a specific part of this programme, called the "Green Light to Savings Partnership", running from 2010 to 2012, focused on household appliances and energy using products. 

The partnership of SEVEn involves programme management and definition of product selection criteria, as well as the participation in an Experts Commission, which includes SEVEn, the manager of the programme, CECED CZ representatives and D-Test, a consumer protection association. Other programme partners include Elektrowin, a company dealing with electronic waste, and two utilities, “PRE” from the capital city of Prague and E.On Czech Republic, and a number of individual manufacturers.
 
The objective of the partnership is to raise consumers' awareness and inform on household appliances, their impact on the environment, the market situation and the potential savings that are at hand.
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The Partnership therefore provides households with lots of information on energy efficient appliances, especially on their selection, but also operation and recycling. The Partnership does not provide financial incentives but encourages consumers to chose the most efficient models and use them correctly, mainly through information means:
· A dedicated website http://www.zelenausporam-partnerstvi.cz which presents a data base of selected efficient household appliances, directly drawn from the experience of Topten in Czech Republic
· Press releases
· Dissemination of leaflets and brochures on energy efficiency, the energy label, how to reduce energy bills, etc.
· Banners and stickers for marketing campaigns
· A planned campaign in a retail chain Datart (member of KESA Electricals plc.)

Manufacturers who wish to join the Partnership, must sign a Programme Memorandum, and provide all the product information via official product information sheets needed for the product’s registration on the market (e.g. not just advertisement catalogues). In return, they are allowed to use the partnership's logo for the complying appliances.

The main difference between the Czech Topten and the GreenLight To Savings Programme is that the Ministry’s programme requires partners to sign a formal agreement (Memorandum), and in particular manufacturers to submit all registered model’s official documentation before these can be published on the programme’s website. 

Results and impacts

After one year of operation, the Partnership presents very good results:
· The 6 press releases published and two press conferences organised generated more than 60 articles in different media, reaching all together almost 300 000 readers in printed media and almost 3 800 000 visitors in electronic media.
· The website has reached more than 62 000 visitors. 
· Several thousands of brochures and leaflets were printed and distributed by the Ministry of Environment and the State Environmental Fund themselves, but also by the partners of the partnership, such as CECED or PRE, the Prague Energy Utility, ensuring a high multiplication effect.
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The programme is also evolving in term of updating the selection criteria for publishing products. During the programme operation, refrigerating appliance (models with no-frost function) criteria has moved from A+ to A++, front load washing machines from A-10% to A-20%, E27 compact fluorescent light bulbs from 15 thousand to 20 thousand switching cycles. As of winter 2011/2012 it also plans to add TVs as a new category, due to the new energy labels. 
One indicator of success is that the A+ energy class for refrigerators is now the most sold energy class category in the Czech Republic, while the A++ class is also covering a substantial market share. 

Lessons learnt

Each Topten partner has its own need: Topten looks for win-win situation. The most important is that the goal of promoting energy efficient appliances is respected. The Topten teams are flexible in order to reach the highest dissemination level and the Topten information can be publicized with additional images and logos. This is also a good solution to create budget synergies from different sources of funding.

This kind of projects allows the Topten teams to approach new interlocutors for additional projects reinforcing the Topten action, such as the public sector, retailers, utilities and companies dealing with products at the end-of life phase.



For more information 

www.uspornespotrebice.cz 
www.zelenausporam-partnerstvi.cz 

Juraj Krivošík
Executive Director
SEVEn - The Energy Efficiency Center, Prague
juraj.krivosik@svn.cz
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The sole responsibility for the content of this document lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union. Neither the EACI nor the European Commission are responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein. 
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