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B0 1 - Efektywna energetycznie i przyjazna érodowisku szkota
Artadiusz Osick

2- Jestem Swiadomym obywatelem
Arkadiusz Osick

3 - KONKURS DLA SZKOE

Arkadiusz Osick
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Arkadiusz Osicki
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Anna Bogusz
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Topten contributes to awareness rising through competitions, prizes and e-learning. Examples from Poland.
In framework of the Euro-Topten Plus project, FEWE, the Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency, organised 2 competitions between December 2009 and March 2010 based on the Topten e-learning platform. 
Schools as entities, individual pupils (between 16 and 19 year old) and the general public were the targets of these competitions. An invitation to participate advertising the e-learning platform and the winning prizes was sent to more than 6 100 school addresses and posted on the Topten website.
The competitions were meant to attract people to log on the Polish Topten website and follow a short e-learning courses on energy efficient appliances at home and in offices. Teachers can also use these courses to tackle some of the climate change issues with their class.

Each of the two training course comprises 12 short lessons (which are very regularly updated) and a short test in order to check if the material was understood correctly.

The content contains an overview of common products (household equipment, computers and electronic appliances, lighting, motors, pumps, boilers, cars), but also explanations on renewable energy sources and waste issues. The link is made with the environment, with the scope of helping to understand and protect this common good.
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The e-learning platform www.e-szkolenia.topten.info.pl on which participants can log-in for free
Results

The first competition "I am an aware citizen" was addressed to energy end-users (i.e. individual adults using energy in their daily life). Information about the competition and the rules were presented on two dedicated websites www.topten.info.pl and the learning website www.e-szkolenia.topten.info.pl. 
In order to participate, people had to login on the website and complete an individual e-training course called "I am an aware citizen" and to achieve as high as possible score in the verification test. Based on the test results, 5 persons out of the 76 participants were chosen as winners and received awards (CFLs, LED bulbs, electricity socket energy meters, digital electricity socket timers). 

The second competition "I protect the climate through sustainable energy use" was addressed to high schools pupils (between 16 and 19 years old). Participants had to take photos or produce a short movie, promoting climate protection thanks to sustainable energy use. In addition, participants had to login on the www.e-szkolenia.topten.info.pl website and to attend the internet training course relating to the competition: "Energy efficient and environmentally friendly school".
970 participants benefited from the e-training for school pupils and 106 persons took part in the competition sending 99 graphic works from 34 schools. 
Winners received various awards according to their ranking: 

· for the school: a laptop or set of digital meters for measuring and monitoring electricity and environmental parameters,

· for the individual pupils: a digital photo camera or set of ecological gadgets.
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Jan Koza, “Don’t lose energy thoughtlessly”- 1st prize in category Photography 

Lessons Learnt
We expected that the e-learning activity combined with competitions would attract a lot of visitors. We however observed that even though there is a growing demand for such services, the number of active participants was actually quite limited. For example, we have not received any comment regarding the contents and quality of the materials and services developed. The competitions, instead of acting as a marketing tool for the Topten services, actually demanded a lot of promotional activities for themselves.

However, we believe this great effort of setting up the e-platform is an investment for the future: modifications and adaptations are relatively easy, and we can re-use the e-learning service by focusing on its promotion, using the social media.

More attractive form and continuous promotion over the internet will result in larger interest in the courses.   

Another positive aspect of the campaign is the growing number of municipalities who find our tools useful and sign a declaration of support (12 already signed such documents).

For more information:

E-learning platform: www.e-szkolenia.topten.info.pl
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Anna Bogusz

Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency 

ul. Rymera 3/4, 40-048 Katowice, Poland

Phone +48 32 203 51 14 

Fax. +48 32 203 51 20

www.topten.eu; www.topten.info.pl

a.bogusz@fewe.pl; office@fewe.pl
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