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Topten publications: Informing different target groups.

An example from the Czech Republic.
Regulations are often too technical to be understood by non-specialists. However, they have an impact on specific professions and the daily life of citizens.

A recent example is the decision to phase out incandescent lighting. This decision was taken on technical grounds in order to reach energy savings and environmental objectives, but it needed explanations to help consumers to make a proper choice and convince retailers who are selling light bulbs, the media and NGOs who relay and popularise information to citizens who are using light bulbs.
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In September 2010, the gradual incandescent light phase-out process tackled the 75 W clear incandescent light bulbs. Intensive media and public discussion and series of articles full of inaccurate and incorrect information had followed the previous step, the phase-out of 100 W bulbs. 

SEVEn, The Energy Efficiency Center in charge of Topten, and the Representation of the European Commission in the Czech Republic prepared a publication intended to clear up the important parts of phase-out process and to provide quality information on the legal and technical aspects of light bulb replacements.

The cover of the publication: Energy efficient lighting in households  – overview of technologies and legislation
The publication contains two main parts regarding the phase-out process:

· The first part presents quality alternatives to incandescent light bulbs. The most important features and criteria to choose the alternatives are presented (design of the light source, lifespan, colour of the light, colour rendering, etc.) as well as the most frequent alternative technologies with their pros and cons, energy efficiency level and usual application scope. A FAQ allows covering and answering common questions, for example about the most suitable usage of individual lighting technologies in households

The Topten project contributed significantly to this part as the criteria for incandescent light bulbs alternatives focus on energy efficiency – therefore, Topten defines precisely the selection criteria and thresholds not only for products allowed to enter the market (as defined by the Eco-Design Directive), but most notably to identify the highest quality products available on the market – in order to ensure consumer satisfaction. Incandescent light bulb replacements can then be chosen not only by technology availability but also by energy efficiency and top quality.
· The second part of the publication is about the legislation process and Eco-Design in the European Union. Usually, “Brussels” is blamed for the policies and bans. However the Eco-Design legislation and phase-out process of incandescent light bulbs has started as a consensus among the Member States of the European Union. Thus, the process of elaboration of the legislation in the EU is explained, including the involvement of the Member States in the decision making process. 

A press conference was held in September 2010 at the premises of the Representation of the European Commission to the Czech Republic, featuring representatives from the Representation, SEVEn, and the Ministry of Industry and Trade. The publication was presented to journalists, and detailed issues related to light-bulb replacements have been explained and discussed. 

Results and Impacts

The press conference generated in the press more proactive and positive articles in terms of the promotion of energy efficient light sources. 

The number of printed brochures was on purpose relatively low with 2 000 pieces, because the objective was to send it to decision makers and influential persons. Its distribution therefore included journalists, energy efficiency experts, schools, consumer and environmental information and advisory centres etc., with a potential for further dissemination of this information. After the press conference and a press release, several hundreds of individuals from around the Czech Republic requested to obtain a copy of the publication by mail, confirming the wide interest of the general public in this topic. 

The publication led to another one, this time developed as a cooperation project between Topten and the Prague energy utility. The information was quite similar regarding light source products and quality aspects, but it was targeted directly to the final consumers. 5 000 copies were distributed through the utility’s information centres, at exhibitions, on consumer request etc. 

Lessons learnt

The phase-out of incandescent light bulbs is not a simple process; many in the general public and among opinion makers do not accept it positively. There are various reasons for this - for example, the lighting sources are not easily replaceable, each technology has its own special features, requiring general consumers to be more educated. 

As the phase-out process concerns everyone (and everyone is aware of it) and is part of European legislation, expressing an opposition can be used as a political symbol and energy efficiency may receive a negative connotation in this discussion.

It is also very important that consumers chose whenever possible the most efficient products, so that the savings potentials are fully tapped and not lost for the whole life-time of the light bulb.

The main lesson learnt therefore consists in patient dissemination of quality information – which is exactly in line with the Topten methodology. 

For more information 

www.uspornespotrebice.cz 
Juraj Krivošík

Executive Director
SEVEn - The Energy Efficiency Center, Prague
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